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of the Journal Sentinel staff -

Soaring utility and transporia-
tion costs combined with budget
shortfalls could lead the Palmyra-
Eagle School Board t0 seek a tax
increase in its seventh referen-
dum since 1996. -

The board will hold a special.

meeting on Tuesday to vote on
whother to schedle an April 3

. referendum to consider two mea-
*gures that would give the district
- as ‘much ‘as $480,000 more in the:

2001-02'school year.

One proposed referendum
question would seek a $200,000
increase in the amount the dis-
trict can collect in property taxes

annually to pay for the rising
costs of salaries and benefits, in-
surance, utilities and transporta-
tion.

The .second referendum ques-
tion would ask voters for a one-
year tax increase of $280,000 in
200102 to pay.for roof replace-

- ment and the addition and re-
- placement - of -ventilation: - upits,

iterns ‘that could not be handied
by recent budgets because of ‘cut-
backs.

“We're doing all thai we possi-

. bly can; and s0 we're frying to
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Weighmg need for anotier referendum

By AMY HETZNER

male it (the tax increase) as low
as possible but yet be able to op-
erate our district,” board mem-
ber Karen Olsen said.

Sehool officials have projected
that at the current rate, the dis-
trict faces a $355,000 shortfall in
its operating budget for the
2001-702 school year.

" an early. agenda, printed ‘in

preparation for the meeting and -
posted with a loeal newspaper.
lists $355,000 as the amount that
could be sought in annual reve-
nue cap increases. That agenda

— | em——

!

S

meeting that they preferred to
trim some items from the annual
budget and seek a tax increase of
only  $200,000, Superintendent
Jerry Rosso said.

Bqard members are contem-
plajst{ng staff’ cuts, including ad-
mlr‘nstrazive losses, some of
which can be taken out of the
budget more easily than others
because of enrollment declines
Those cuts come on top of about
$400,000 in reductions that were

om—

made in the current s :
budget, chool year's

o - But district offici '
‘ ) ials say the

was printed before board mem- - would be remiss if they didn’};
bers said at a Wednesday budget - ask area taxpayers for heip.

“As far as the curren
think that we are all tir?ozélc‘{éé
ment Ehat we need to ask,” Olsen
sald. “We need to continue to et
people know what's happening.”
Schoo! officials have blamed
the budget reductions on state-
Imposed revenue caps and losses
of aid ag a result of open enroll-
ment among public school dis-
tricts.

Revenue caps have restricted

Please see PALMYRA-EAGLE, 2W



CAPS, From 18

Tt also found that while the
aumber of special-education stu-
dents has grown, federal and
stare reimbursement for their

- needs nas shrunk as a percent-
--age of total costs.

“Remaining special costs —
such as medical equipment, addi-
tignal teaching staff, equipment
for the visually and hearing-im-

- paired, and special tansporta-
. 'tion — must come from the regu-
lar school budget,” the report
says, And while school taxes
dropped considerably after the
state imposed revenue limits and
- agreed to pick up two-thirds of
‘school costs, the institute report
said other taxing entities not
siibject to the caps increased

. their budgets.

“The Wisconsin BEducation As-
sociation Council, the state’s
largest teachers union, strongly
opposes the caps. WEAC presi-
dent Terry Craney said that as
more districts face declining en-

© roliment, political pressure wiil
increase to lift the caps.

“The system cannot continue

_'}zke this, or we will'end up with
an educational ‘system like Mis-
sissippi’s,” Craney said.

“Revenue confrels have had a
cumulative effect over the years

- that puts our schools in jeopardy.
1 don't think the general public
~or politicians understand the
devastating efect caps have had.
It is a death by 1,000 cuts.”

Jack Norman, research direc-
tor for the institute, agreed that
pressure on lawmakers will
mount as more districts face
stable or declining enroliments,

‘Opponents of revenue caps say
schools suffer from lack of funds

COMING UP

RALLY: A protest spensored By
copenents of schocl revenue imits s
planned for noon Wednesday an the
siaps of the state Capitol,

HEARING: Afterward, the state Senate
Zducation Committee will hear
testimany on the revenue caps at

1 p.m:in Room 411 South in the
Capitol.

The report notes that declining
enroiiment is -a factor in more
than half of the distyicts in the
state.

Todd Gray, business manager
for the Appleton school district,
said revenue limits and rising
costs have diminished the ability
to pay for essentials such as text-
books.

“School dlstmcts don’t say they
have to cut sports and some oth-
er programs for political res
sons, s¢ you chip away at things
like the textbook budget,” Gray
said. “But we've reached the
point where there’s nothing left
te chip away at.”

Gray said two .elementary
schools on Appleton’s nerth side
have more than 700 children en-
rolled and, “There’s just no more
room for them.”

' Cymhia DiCamelli, a member
of the Oregon School Board, said
budget constraints forced one

. physical-education teacher to use

PTA funds to buy baseball gloves
af garage sales.
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Report highlights eifect of
spending caps on schools -

VMADISON tAPY - Spending iim-
s placed an :,cvmai districts o
Keep praperw raxes low make it
difficult for sc: nools to cover the

riging costs of staff salaries
tex:sooM rechneloyy and utidlb
ties. according o a report to be
presented 10 3 Senats committee
this weeak,

For some school districts.
cold winter and high heating &
prices are plnching aiready tight
budgets, according to the Insti-
tute for Wisconsin's Futurs, a
policy research center in Milwau-
kee.

The report was based on testi-
mony from 269 teachers, school
administrators, parents and stu-
dents at six hearings he;.d around
the state last fall,

“If it could he ’ooééibie. piease_

just give us enouwh money o
heat cur bullding,” Superior stu-
dent Katie Heisel said during an
Appleton forum.

The Senats Education Commit-

rap will hear testimony Wednes-
day on the effects of spending

caps. Gowv Tommy Thompsonss
administration won legisiarive
approval  and  implemented

spending caps for public schoo!
districts starting with the 1983-35
stace budget.

v his next budget "eques\
:stﬂ.t&‘ Superintendent Jofin Beh-
son proposed letting local schdol
boards approve increasing whar
they can :pe“d on sach student
by abouat §75 each vear - or abour
i percent ~ by a two-thirds vote

and without going © &, 'ezeran
dum.

The current rise in ’Lex costs -
natural gas prices are doubie
what they were 4 Year age - hava
increased school boards
cerns about rsvenue Taps,; saac
Greg Dovie, a spokesman:for the
state Department of Public
[nstruction. Many buildings are
aging and have not been updat,ea
for energy efficlency

How to reach us ... /
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Tengsions rise at Chmura o
during cross-examination 1

_ et = X | Judge Gempeler gets natio
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Soda contract could bail out schools

- By AMY HETINER
o anl Lar

th 0l Santing] aft

for husiness services.

hesha — With the School
Disiriet facing budget euts and
. feew financial selutions g sight,

ane Soheal Board member savs it
. may be time o re.evamine ajlow
a 3nft drink company o poy
izive marketing rights in
sehonis. :

his is something that wae
oked at onee hefore and e
limed 7. brard  member Roger
ietsen said. “But 'm getring
dozens of phone calls to save the
vironmental program. And if
nre going to save the environ-
mental progran., we're going to
have 10 find the money some-

whers ™

million

" 9B TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2001

Elimination of the district's en-
vironmental education program
i one of 21 cuts Waukesha dis
triet administrators have recom-
mended o save move than 314
in the 200472 schonl 3%
vear and bajance the budget. Bt
will be the third year the board
will have made 31
maore in program cufs in the face
of budget squeezes that distriet
ofticials have blamed on state-im-
posed ravenue caps.

Danislsen pointed o an agree-

willim

o Wakesha

Waukesha district reconsiders exclusive deal

ment the Racine Unified School
Dristrict sigmed with Popsi last
vaar, [n it the sxla company
agreed to pay that IN00%student
digtrict 34500000 up front and an
eatimpated B2ORLO00 & vear for 10
years of exciusive sales in the
distriet’s sehanis.

Heeapee of s relative size,
voudd  probably  get
about half of what Rocine got.
Danielsen satd.

“This 18 a sinking ship,” he
saiel of the district’s financinl
prospects. “Fither we lighten the

MILWALUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL

ducators
still view

state rule
as harmful

8y SAM SCHULHOFER-WOHL
of e Journal Sentingt staft

School district superintendents
centinue to contend that state-set
revenue limits are hurting the
quality of education, aceording (o
an annual survey released Mon-
day by Wisconsin's largest teach-
ers union and an administrators
group.

The Wisconsin Education Asso-
eiation Council and the Wiscon-
sin Association of School Distriet

.+ Administrators have been survey-

.ing superintendents about the

“revenue caps since 1994. The
groups want the caps eased or re-
pealed.

In. the latest survey, covering

“tHe 1999-2000 school year, 62% of
“siyperintendents responding said

the revenue limits had a negative
or very negative effect on educa-
tion in their districts. Only 1%
said -the effect was positive or
very positive; the rest said the
limits made no difference.

In a survey released two years
ago, 64% of superintendents said
the revenue caps had a negative
or somewhat negative -effect,
while 12% said the effect was pos-
itive or somewhat positive.

Superintendents in the latest
survey, as in the past said tk}ey
had to delay or reduce spending
on maintenance and technology,
increase student fees -and boost
class sizes to cope with the reve-
nue limits.

“Tt i3 time to end this destruc-
tive law,” WEAC President Terry
Craneysaidina statement.

About 5% of superintendents
surveyed said the state sh;uité
the existing revenue
lii:s? down from 9.5% in 15977498,
The others said the law should be
modified to raise the caps or gIve
school boards more flexibility, or

called for its repeal.

toaed ar pluag the holes”

Danielsen has mentioned his
iden to distrier Superintendent
Schmidt,
eonld snggast it to the full School
Board during scheduled budget
cut talks in the coming weeks,

The district eopsidered signing
an exclusive agreement with a
sorfp oompany severid years age
but abandoned the idea. It has ai-
lowad individual schools to reach
such agreements on their own,
however, said Robert Buchhoitz,
the district's executive director

Dawid

and Danielsen :
Randy Dant said.

districtwide deal

Commenting on the tindmngs,

- state-Sen. Alherta Darling (R-Riv- |
-er. Hills) said that aithough school

districts are having financial
problems, lifting the revenue caps
would not be a solution by itself.
If the revenue caps are changed,
the state should reconsider its
commitment to paying two-thirds
of school costs, she said. She said
debate is needed on how to strike
the right balance between good
schools and low taxes.

Wrikesha Wesi High 3
was ane that chose to do so
schonl now  vecsives
§2.000 each quarter from Per
return for allowing only 7
vendding machines in the b
ing, West's Assistant Prin

Pepsi also has kicked inm
for other improvements ar
the sehool, such as helping
for the school's roadside sign

Such existing deals might
eny the financial impact sigre
would 2
board member Daniel Wa

Please see SODA

-
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Fing alo

ho

near Ciudad Rolivar,
—16e and Lisa
and 34, of Mt
94 killed in Thur
They W :
Nicholas,
Lee's mother

Thev said Fhane

e -

$100,000

ing costs ;
§ear,” “Dave Ross,

. §chool District, said.

cents a therm,” he said.

————

18, and Samantha

bave been on the plane,”

(of energy),” Goedheer said.

The New Berlin School Board has
already: authorized 2 transfer of -Jooking to buy gas on the spot mar-’
from the general fund o s
accommodate the ‘additional heat-

heating costs rise

Son.died when a tourist
Zne crashed intoa shantytown
Venezuela.
r, ages 36
FuKkee, Were among -
sday’s crash.

our said

she receiy zall from the US.
(G .in Caracas, the Venezue-

F oy son and
- believed to
e, Arbour -

- T e e

oMiWe tr:led o budget for a typical
buildings and
unds director for the Elmbrook

Even budgeting for a colder win-
ter than Wisconsin has seen in the
past few years ‘was not enough ©
curb gas prices, Ross added.

“1n Ociobern we were paying 67
certs a therm (unit of natural gas
sale). Last October the price was 37

apia

Some take

from reserve accounts:

“to keep warm

By SARA BANACH ‘
. -Freeman Staff :

WAUKESHA COUNTY - With
prices for patural gas rising to
year’s prices,
area schools are having to nake
_creative adjustments o keep their

almost double last

students warm this winter.

The Waukesha School District
tecently reported a need to turn
down thermostats in ‘schools from

S

——

still worried: about natural ‘gas

prices, Ros$ said the district may be

ket to get the best prices. o
“\We hope to stay ont target,” Ross

~The’ c1\513.3!\&:—:gf:r-NGarway School .
District also is having to dip inio

reserves to keep kids warrs.

“There’s pheen almost & 100 per-
cent increase {in heating cosis)
from last year,” Superintendent

Richard Drury said.

“e are assuming that cost

through our puildings and grounds
budget,” he added.

Because the money will come out
of the pudget for heating, any

W

- PR

the need fo

L

70 to 68 degrees during daytime
hours-in order o stay ahead of the

natural gas prices.
Other area sch

to go to such exremes, but creative
financing was inorder for most dis-

tricts anticipating 2 budget crunch.
Berlin Schocl Distzict
has not vet gone to the extreme of
thermostats while
school is in session, Tt district facil-
ities will be alittle chilly after hours.

Tony Goedheel, director of busi-
ness operations for the district, said
that in some areas, the controls witl

The New

turning down

be turned down © 35 degrees.
“Based on building

stire buildings and grounds pro-
jects that the district “may need

- would have to wait until next yearn

Drury added.

At least one district has stayed
ahead of the gas-prices game. Ket-
tle Moraine schools locked in their

* utility prices it November.

“We buy gas through a third party
and got some good advice,”. Roger,
Dickson, assistant superintendent
sor finance and gperations, said..- "

None of the districts expressed
drop temperatures
while students were in gession. ="

(Sara Banach can be reached at
sbanach@;cenieynet.com) S
k|

L O

1s have not had

codes, it's
~hard to do any other conservation




A. VERNON JENSEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1501 Sunnycrest Dr.
New Berlin, WI 53151
1-414-650-9889

State Education Committee
Wisconsin Capital Building
411 South

Madison, WI

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Education Committee:

I'm Vernon Jensen of 1501 8. Sunnycrest Drive, New Berlin, WI . I"'m a member of Save
Our Public Scheols. I'm a retired attorney and a former teacher.

I'm appearing to urge you to remove or increase State limits on school expenditures so they
can do an effective and prudent operation in our public schools. In the past, our schools
have been the best in the nation. Our public school students have consistently ranked either
first or second on SAT and ACT scores. Now, with the school funding revenue caps, our
schools will lose their ratings as the best in the nation. :

They have been forced to cut or discontinue necessary programs and classes that have
contributed to their top ratings. They have also been forced to lay off teachers and increase
class sizes. Also, they have been forced to limit or postpone the purchase of textbooks and
other educational materials that they need as learning tools. They are now down to a bare-
bones budget and find it difficult or impossible to cut any more programs or dispose of any
more teachers. A recent survey indicates that larger class sizes decrease the rate of learning
in our.schools. My wife, who is a retired public school teacher who had taught in
Milwaukee for 32 years, and as a private school teacher in New Orleans for 8 vears can
testify to this.

Our public schools in Waukesha County have experienced shortfalls and budget decreases
that have hurt public schools in our County.

We also urge you to discontinue the voucher program that is draining millions from our
public schools. These vouchers have recently been declared unconstitutional by District
Courts and the Court of Appeals in Ohio. They are unconstitutional because they use
public funds to teach religious dogma and are used for proselytizing. Eighty percent of the
private schools that receive these public funds are owned and operated by the worlds largest
religious institutions. They are institutions of religious indoctrination and should not be
using tax payers funds to pay for this refigious indoctrination. In a pluralistic society, such
as ours, it Is a miscarriage of justice to force all taxpayers to pay for the religious
indoctrination of a few.



A large majority of the citizens of the U.S. have indicated strong opposition for the use of
public funds for vouchers for private and parochial schools. The most recent votes were
taken in the past election in Michigan, California, and other States where they turned back
voucher referendums by more than a 70% margin.

These schools don’t need tax payers funds to pay for their schools. They are rich as Cresius
and get hundreds of billion’s in income. The Philip Morris Foundation alone provides
billions since 1t is comprised of many of the largest corporations, including tobacco
companies, breweries, distilleries, wineries, and food processing corporations,

Something is radically wrong when you provide millions for rich parochial and private
education, while our public schools can’t make ends meet because of declining funds.
Public funds should only be used for public schools. This voucher plan has been declared
unconstitutional by Federal Courts in Ohio. We urge you to introduce legislation to end
this voucher plan before it spreads fike an epidemic. Use these funds for public education
so our public schools can have sufﬁczent ﬁmdmg fcr decent schools and continue to be the
best in the nation.

This 3 1/2% revenue cap is actually a concept that “one size fits all”. This is not reafistic to
place one limit on all schools since some schools have greater needs than others, and should
not be forced to a fixed limitation. This is the fallacy of a fixed limit. Let’s remove that
limit and let these schools provide for their children.

Don’t accept the faﬁacy of failing schools and the false idea that private and parochial
schools are superior. This fallacy has been used to gain public funds for catholic schools. It
_15 based on the premzse “tell a ke ioud and Iong enough and peopie will believe 1t”.

) A
A L et %/g:z,@w

A, Vemnon Jensen
Retired Attorney and teacher
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Recently our religious y'biaéed'Governor and his puppet

legislature enacted parochial legislation entitled "Scheool
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public funds to operate rheir institutes of religious
indoctrination. Our religiocusly biased Supreme Court let 1t
stand even though it was patently unconstitutional and our
_DlStX’Ct Court ana Clrcult Coth of Anpaals haa S0 ruTed Then
the Federal Sumre e Court r@xused ‘to assume jurisdlctlon and
rule on 1t’'s unjust Cconseguences. Conseguently, Wisconsin
raxpayers are now taxed to supporc religious desemenation of
religious doctrine and dogma.

We hope that our representatives in Congress will remedy
this injustice by passing lagislation to outlaw appropriations
of public funds to finance religion that would include
parochial schcols and other religious institutions, since our
State government has forced our taxpayers Lo pay for religious
indoctrination , and have donme it without impunity. This

legislation should provide for a penalty and compel
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must review

Last week’s zigzag by a U.S. district judgein
Cleveland illustrates the confusion and incon-
sistency that surround the use of parochial

! schools in'school choice programs. Such under-

} tainty is unacceptable to children, their par-

'is something the U.S, Supreme Court sho Id,
and probably will be forced to, clarify, o

. Last Tuesday, the day before classes fe-

sumed, the judge blocked Cleveland’s

- several thousand students from attending pri-
vate non-sectarian and sectarian schoals at tax-
payer expense. He said there was probable
cause to believe the program violated the c5a-
stitutiénal separation of church and state. it

The ruling created enormous turmoil — rc

surprise — so on Fri- -

ents, educators and others, and for this reason

- 4-year-old school voucher program, preventing .

| consin may not be constitutional in Ohio. Con-
 tradictory rulings on religious school choi

day the judge saia
the program could,
after all, continue un-
til the end of the se-
mester or until a final
judgment on it is
made. But no one
should feel confident
that the judge will
endorse the program S
after taking a longer lcok at it; last Tuesday he
warned, in fact, that there was “no substantial
possibility” he would do that. P L

Milwaukee has engaged in the same sortof .
program for two years now. More than &000

Clarity needed: -

In other woerds, what's = .

constitutional in Wisconsin

may not be censtitutional

in Ohic.

by

‘children attend almost 100 private schaools,

most of them religious, that are supported by
public money. '
But the courts have not shut down Milwau-
kee’s school choice programy; on the contrary,
in June 1998, the Wisconsin Sugreme Court
found it constitutional, and the U.S. Supreme
Court refused a few months later to x:eview_ that
finding. -
In other words, what's constitutional in Wis-

also have been made in Florida ‘and Maine. "
Even in Ohio, the state Supreme Court — while
holding the Cleveland program gngons};ﬁ;i-
tional on procedural grounds — said it didn't .
violate the church-state doctrine. e

So there is really no final verdict on whefler .
the U.S. Constitution forbids the Milwaukee
program, the Cleveland initiative or religious
school experiments in otier cities. In this 1%gai
limbo, where nobody knows what's constitu-
tional, it is very difficult for parents, teacbff;rs
and others to make plans. | o

We are all Americans, no matter wha? state
or city we live in, and we all need to a-bide‘ by
the same interpretation of the US Constitu-
tion. It’s the U.S. Supreme Court’s job to make
that interpretation for us. .
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Supporters plan. to appeal
Tuesday’s ruling by U.S. Districs

Judge Solc"mn OLve" Jr.. whose -
injunction halted the voucher
;rsgzum untid a frial determines
hether it violates the constitution-
al separarion of church and state.
The state-funded program covers
up to 32,300 in tuition COST3 per
child for poor families so mey can
attend private schoeels, It is being

nducted on an ax;er_imanral
basis in Cleveland; the state’s
secand-largest of .

This year, 4 VGS students from
‘"'“cie*'gm ten through {ifth grade
nave signed up.

Howsver, the judge said the
program appeared to have the
“primary effect of advancing

religion.” because most of the 38
participating schools ars religious
insti :“'"fsns. ’ ‘ .

i Carol Anne Smi
ndent of schools in the
Catholic Diccese, urged
keep their children
schools pending the

lge Sﬁ’ﬂa@ﬁ
@:ﬁe @f m‘i}e 5

Aasac‘a:ed Prass

Dave Zanctti, p;euldent of the
Ohio: Reoundtable . and chairman
m the Scricol Ghaice. Committes,

talxs 1o re,.aor*aars oltside .18,
Dns:.‘:ct Court in Cleveiand,
halding a copy of the ruling U.S.
District Judge Sclomen Cliver Jr.
issuad that says the tax-
sugpgorted school voucghe
program cannot re%r“a this
ymar w:; :
vou{:bers. said sha 3 'as Hterrifi d"
v the ruling. :
“I reailly can't afford ti"e :::r*vatn
school *10w’ she said. “The kids
will have to go o public school this
year. Thers's no other way.”

4+

Oliver said that 3110&1:1:, the
orogram o go forward could “cause
an even greatsr harm (o the

by setting them up for
:}LOH at 3 !azer :mm "

program. 3 ng
at the 11th hour the plans of those

mozco nrogram.” - !

‘natpossible harm woutld rasil
z":rsm allowi ing these childran 0
artend schocol whers they have beent
enrclled nending the rasolution of

this court case? he asked.



.

THE MILWAUREE SENTINEX

o . SOLOMON JUNEAU
s FOUNDER 1837

“i"nﬁrséa'ﬁ'{ﬁ

Hc (X"

Waukesha County’s ’
" '_ 5 aper ' ' ///‘@

pDaily News2 iz

_W'ﬁfﬁda‘!z ‘juﬂe!& .3998' I o ‘ S :

e




~ Choice,

g From waee 1

e Florida effors is siated fo oe;
~atewide, it is just beginning
1d involves aniv a handful of.
adents and pavments up (o,
,389this vear. The Maine pro-i
fa_r_z_zjm'eived a few students in |
rmite areas. ’
But if Milwaukee merits the
wtonal spotlight on school
-uchers, it hasn't been doing
aeH to put razzle-dazzie in the
guments of either side of the
ated debate over public fund-
jof private edugation. 5

A Cautious Aporoach

- ces - ¥

Milwatikea's second year in
national education spotlight
markad oy litde fanfare

. By AnanN ] BORSUX
af the lourmal Sencned stal
prakiiniuistio

»More than 3,000 Milwaukee
children are doing one of the
most controversial things in
America this week and next, and
ne ong’s going to stop them.  #
In Cleveland, a federal judge
has halted conduct like this. .
In Florida, it’s just starting o
occur on a small scale, but court:
challenges are under way, .
In Maine, a federal court dedi-’
sion put a brake on years of this
kind of activity. - :
The urge has popped up in
New York, California, Texas,
Michigan, Pennsylvania and
bther states. But so far, i¥'s been
taik and not acton.
‘However, in Milwaukee,
there’'s acdon — acton that, in
many ways, seems to have be-
come pretty routine. o E

Almost 100 private schools,
the large majorty of them reli-
gious, are weicoming for a new.
school vear children who will
have the costs of their education
= up to about $5,100 per child
- paid for by the state.

It will be the second year of
the expanded Milwaukee Paren-
tai Choice Program, expanded
so that children can attend
schools run to teach not only
secular subjects but a wide
range of religious kmowledge
and tradition. The expected
£.000 fo 8,300 students receiving
choice benefits will be up more
than 2,000 from last year. - )
" fven before Tuesdav’s ruling
in Claveland, the Milwaukee
program stood out nationally as
the most comprehensive effort
to implement a schoel voucher
progrAm. _ S

- ¥nlike anv other program, i
has survived the full gamut of
legal challenges to its basic ex-
istenca. [t is bigger and more - ' N
generous (in terms of the - jasmine Moore, § listens Wednesday to!
amount schools receive) than  grade teacher during ciass at $%. Rose Catho 4
anv other program. Although Almaost 100 private schools, tha large majd of ther:
waicoming children for a new school year 869 ’W!i}_ n

lease see CHOICE page 18 costs up to about $5,100 per child paid by the

T GEHRZ/
nstructions ®
lic Acader’
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aelves. }ames Madmcn, the fa-
_“ther of the Constitution, Thomay

{ vatives chaim “érroneously ¢ 3
. America was founded on C}:ns men ‘shail be free’to profess. .. ] <iJefferson and > Chief | Justice |
3 “James. Wilson ccns:dered them- ©

Han principies. Todd: Hegsel~ }heu' cpmnns in: mattars of xah— &

berg’s June|7 letter statin that g:an. 3 “dizgelves deists. "5<c 7 ;
“the Constitution is “pibiicaily ,  We shculd aisa ot need. a re- Another ﬂaw m  Forster's as-
baged” is another aﬁempmo rg-' / mirider of the Tirst Ammdmeﬂt & sessment is that. we, ‘must lcok at
write h;stcx;{ L3 oA Canoress shall make io law e~ ‘the Constitution in refation to
.- Thomas }effarson, JJames spedmg an’ gsi:abhsi};;}eni of Te- ﬁdgncfﬁfgaﬁjéogggfgﬁg
Madz:son, 1Bexs;a:cmn anklin - ligion, o1 prohibiting the free. e only govérning document.

.The First Amendment states

i that. the gmremment “#should |

ot establish a religion ‘and en~

"orce the legal observation of it.

law, nor mmpel men to Wor-.

ip God in any manner con-"

to their conscience”

.~ James ] Madison, Annals of Con~’

ha “gress,+1789.= Madison -often -re-
“wdfded the migious “clause to
“shail make no-

rehgxous éstab- -

csmnei}ed “’co freque*:t or sup-

Once agam reiigicus’ csnse.r~ i
porf any religious worship . ..

Gregory ?szstex
in ; e 7 letter,”
. The in- P

' 'Bans,i'md?wem integt
founding of this'coun

i Tin

rove “beyond -any mdcw of
tellectual Flimate in hich the _ doubt that thé United States was .
Constitution ivas w}:iten “was ™ founded as a Christian nation”? .?,;j
Enhghienment ‘Dei whzch 1 disagree. severa} of the fmmd—
mphasmed ?'raiw . Aoti gfathars St a,also- g Pl

s—

‘ m"al'“_ gy “nation!” "W people can’ follow eir
('I'he ‘t"é"‘ \{aﬂ;_‘ June: 7). -~ own co:?;smences and believe or
“*No ﬁung.-_ ould%e ‘fuither” from- " not beheve in any god they de-:

;t.hé"f_St,a' t

te. ;..-10

Bnan Matthews Q

Hesmte, Waukesha ;

Mf"‘} "'""| "T{""

FAULIR Y,

SULWAUREE HIURNAL SEMTINEL

WISCONSIN

Democrats call for separation of church, s

Convention additmn to tution’s ban ng:mst gavernmeni Sany candidates during the ing some kids o garpehisl  Jown the  mids
state party piatfcrm comes invaivement in rehgmn Was 10 t“n-.{.zv copvention  expressed senonis wiil saive the arunfem o Mark Cumminygs
ciuged im the party’s platferm.  Jisapproval of the ruling, and edutation Ravent thought @ edisd

daspite school choice ruling

Annucisted Prows

SMadison -  [Demavrais
sl pusin to heep churcl and
shite ~eparate, duspita 3 codrt

to attund robigivus schonds at
LIRpaNeT gapyrsz, date party
penirers douided SJustier theic

suiing that sHows. pour hildren

which dulegates approved atthe
state Democratic Party comven
than on Faturday. ’

Thy separation of chaseh and
stafe was 3 statewide bwue st
wewk when the state Supreme
Cusurt ruled that 3 Miwagkee
Erogran o use Laxpayer maney
fwosund poor children to relis

winds sehools wits comstitutional.

“What the Suprems Court did
thiz woeh was an sbnmingtive”
aaid Yo, foo Wineke, o Verongy

thair afanue drew v;é»uac trom
hundreds of delegates.

2d Carvey, 3 Demoerat run-
‘um, against threu-term Repube
fiean Cuv, Tummy Thompson,
said the Siilwagkee pregram
takas novded maney frun puls
fic schouls.

Carvey, who attendud paroe-
chigl sohood, criticized Thomp-
son o Bavkimg the plan, whidiy
S eatled the governur'~ attems

" he tobd delegates.

Joe Gruber, of Fond
L, aand a menenty of party

dueleygates dsagres with the 9%4(

forete tssuc.

“Magy are sctive sa ther
ciyureh, Dut the stale party be-
flevas i’y wncosshifutiunal”
Crubier sasd.

A more cootroversigl  issue
was 3 party anitiative o lvgahae
marijuana, Py members s
Sied the wmiedaure tecaane ey

Many  delegat
ceuldn’t suppart ¢
of marijuana be
strong genvichion
abusie.

Gulegate Soott
cenafully tried 0
,,.m,; ty suppuTE -
gm tugmy JOF dr
{enses.

=113 insene o
in qash” innds
shrhd frave the 7
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Vouchers for Parochial Schools

The United States Supreme Court's decision not
to review a Milwaukee case involving taxpaver-paid
vouchers for religious scheois sidesteps one of the
most contentious colitical issues of the day. The
Court’s refusal to take up the case does not.signal
approval of the Milwaukee scheme, But the Court’s

silence leaves in place a plan that will dirzetly harm |

the vast majority of the city’s schooichildren, name-
ty those left in Milwaukee's public -schoeis - while
others flee to the voucher program. The Courl's
denial of review will also embolden voucher sup-
porters elsewhere to adopt similar plans that would

funne! public meney into reiigicus and private edu- '

ceation, e B R I I
- 'The question of what kinds of public support for

pargchial “education -violate .the - Establishment .
Clause of the First-Amendment remains a-murky -
area-of constitutional law. Sorne recent Supreme’

Court cases have upheld limited types of public aid
“tp students-in church-run schools, but the Court has
never gverturned its 1873 decision that banned
publicly financed tuition rebates to religious-school
students. That decision remains a bulwark against
religious-school vouchers. The Court could have
done the nation an impartant service by reafiirming
that ruling and striking down the Milwaukee vouch-
er scheme as unconstitutional, . o

The Supreme Court will not be able 1o dodge the

“ queéstion for long. Other voucher cases are'pending

“in séveral states, inciuding Ohio, Vermont and Ati-
zona. This summer a Federal judge in Maine reject-
ed the public financing of religious-sciicol vouchers.
The high court will have to reconcile these conflict-
ing rulings eventuaily. . - .00 T

Even aside from the First Amendment proo-
lem, the Milwaukee plan is deeply flawed. Many city

schools are doing a poor job, but the voucher plan.

will do'little to improve them. Indeed, it transfers

ED I TIR3

(7L /,::i
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/ s o

e

o

M7
funds out of desperate public schoois for the benefit
of private education. This year 5,200 low-income

 students out of 100,000 students in Milwaukee got

vouchers worth $4,500 per student to attend private
and parcchial schools. That money came from
funds that would have gone to the public system.
Worse, more than a third of the students getting
vouchers were already enroiled in private or paro-
ekial schools. The vouchers merely gave them a
subsidy at the expense of public schools. :
The vouchers may well help some students, but
at the expense of the majority. The Milwaukee
program: is capped at roughly 15,000 students, or

about 15 percent of the public scheol enrcliment. -

That 'means that'even if parcchial and: private
scheels could expand to take the maximum number

-of voucher-bearing students, 85,000 students would

still be Jeft in a troubled and even weaker public
system. The potential loss to Milwaukee pubiic
schools in money siphoned off by vouchers could te
more than 370 million a year. It would be far better
to increase public school funding to imprave educa-
tion for ail the students. :
Vouchers are passionately defended by many
who do not suppors or have given up on the ideals-of
public education. But the fact remains that public

" schools will continue to educate most Americans

well into the next generation and probably beyond.

‘It is absurd to argue that public education can be
“improved by diverting huge amounts of tax revenue -

into parochial and private schoals. A voucher pian,
such as Milwaukee’s, does not reform anything. Itis

a funding mechanism that forces taxpayers to un-

derwrite religious and private education. Improving |

education for all students, not just the few who |

manage to get vouchers, requires sustained com-
munity commitment and leadership. Vouchers are
a convenient political diversion from that task.
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In My Opinion

Ald to Parochial Schools Runs Contrary
‘to America’s Constitutional [deals

dicated columna,

'I\. HiS 5y
on GGt 1: 1074,

famss
Kifpatrick made another az-
templ 0 2ol 1aX monev for

the authocturian church by
advocating tax money {or pa.
rachial schoeis. He proposed
thig oven though the majonty
of the peuple in our dema-
cratic sociely Nave consis-
tently indicated that they do
ner wish L0 he laxed 10 sup-
port the nstitutions of indoc-
trination of a militant minoris

Hurdreds of piecss of par-
schial aid legislation have
‘meen defeated by ocur State
Legislatures and Congress.

A. Vernon Jensen, who
lives in New Berlin, is a
lawyer and @ member of
Americans United for
"Separation of Cnurcn cmd
'Skate. :

The few piecss that have
Ween permittad to pass
through religiously biased
lagisiatures have been set

aside by the courts because

. t.hzy were unconstitutional.
= e wajority el
‘many states have rapeatadly
‘woted against'aid to parochi-
al scnoais sy the democratic
proczss of the referendum.
Still, Kilpatrick and .nis
friends are demanding 2

share of the pis, which he |

calls the education fund.

It is peither a pie nor a
grab bag of goodies that
everyone can take at will, It
copstitutes a fund that the
gensral taxpaver has been
forced to pay v the taxing
authority of the federal, state
and local gavernments. These
governmenis have no son-
stitutional authority to tum
this money over to private in-
teresis to finance their busi-

1a5s  enterprises or insiiu-
tions Thay can usa thesa

aublic funds

tutions only.

lor publicinsu-

Wealthiest Church
Has Own Schaools

The largest and wealthiast
qurch has insisted on main-
taining 1ts own schools so
its childrea can be indociri-
nated in church criented in-
stitutions. Materials, books

and teaching mathods are
ehatenh Aariamrad and giys rhs

- gend thair

voters in

Tha aohur

¢ omas maatamned

thag ail nr‘ iren should

sehnnis,
the ailem
and Hibie

Ban pmyers
reading 0 public
schenis which were ganeral
v eonsidersd to he influ-
enced by the roligious vigws
tne maijarity. This effort
dinaily  culminated in
cacty  1060s with the
Tngle and Schemppeviurray
casas.
After these decisions. by
the L"xte, Siares Suprems
Caourt the heirarchy and
clargy cri:ici'zed' the pubdlic
schools as being Godless
This has been used as a dasis,
by the church, for withdraw-
ing its children from the pubd-
lic schools, Howeaver fiis
drive nag _never heen com-
oleteiy successiul  because
many parents prefarred W
hi}dren o public
schoals. .
in the- 1aof}s attampts were
made’ 1o marge the parachial
schoals with the public
schoclé Tn Cincinnati, Chio,
but tHe church vetsed the
idea of civil conirol over Lts
sc‘mcis. X

“'a drive has besa

suitding & large. =X
ive  denominational

Rc:‘.m svstem, neither tne
grurtn oar iy mampers aow
want matntain e cnst af

nperaton A% 4 ars now de-

5. Canon Law

sgen practical.

red Srates, since

paras e not chosen the
high costs af sending ther
chiidran 10 denominational
scnonis. Consequently, they
are now secking lax monies
to maintain and suppgoty
thes2 religicusly ortented

of eperation have in-
i and the:'a are fewsar
te ing rns available,
since many ck mem are shed-
ding their habir and are ﬂom,
: B schoals and

mm:ey has
aauaiiy increasing.

far Fageral Aid

During the 1860s and 1‘) n’.‘-s
made for

: extensive federal aid to adu-

carion - that would Inctude
pa-cc-nzl schools.
tion 10 pfassure for federal
aid, the church has also been

e*(emng constant pressure

at ma state and h}cai Javels

A% 1i}1nm Saflr

N

Wy

Cd

A

¢ funds to da-

" grants, books,

<In addi-

THE

% CLX
e - "\c:\f
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der"ai.uw 'nm"e_v far tuitien
C;a' 3BT
ices and other ceﬂems even
though the courts have con-
sistently held that such aid
is uuco'*.s:::u ional.

The courts have ruled cone
sts;erulv that aid to parochi-
al schools is unconstitution-
al and the majority of the
vorsrs have repisterad their
appositinn to it Owr sale
and federal legislators nhave

raken oaths of office to up

hold our state and federaf

MILWALS

N

conseitutions, Let's hope that’ 2

they do this by refusing to.
consider any more parocmai

aid legisiation in any form. :

Thetr dec:smrs snould be:

. based on their batier judgs.

ment, not theair religious
bias. T ALV, JENSEN
ER
R - 14‘ )

- e

s



When parents send their children to
school = any school — they have an abso-
lute right to expect that the voungsters will
be in the hands'of loving, caring teachers
and administrators. Lnror‘“nm;eiy the law
governing Wisconsin’s school choice pro-
gram makes it Jdifficult to guarantee that
t“’LTb

The wnz,equemﬁs of the law’s :,aﬂr com-
ing were demonstrated W ednesday in Mil-
waukee County Circuit Court, w here James
A, Mitchel], the chief executive officer of a
Milwaukee choice school, was sentenced to
six months in jail for tax fraud. What was
brought out in court was that Mitchell had
been convicted of rape in 1971

The principal of the school, Alex’s Aca-
demic of Excellence, said he had no idea
that Mitchell’s criminal recorded included
a rape conviction. Indeed, the likelihood
that the principal might know of such a re-
cord is slight; the state statute governing -
school’ c:hmce contains no. ecmzrement fer _
“background checks of pnvate school opera~
tors or employees. That omission is outra-

New Berlin, WI
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geous and unacceptable.
Judge Elsa Lamelas, noting that she had

&omer’ 15 about some aspects ot the sch hool

c‘1 ice program,” said, It seems that iris
v pickings for some peopie who are not
med to be honest”

Tne Wisconsin Department ot Public In-
struction has supported such background
checks in the past, and Mitchell’s case is a
good illustration of the reason they are
neuded AraHme when so much informa-

f'b

- tonis road;h« available el ectmmcaliv, aven

a superficial records check would mobab{
hawe revealed Mitchell’s 1971 conviction.

The Milwaukee school choice program is
under a national spotlight; it is the largest
and most i'::1r~t.'eadmw voucher irdtiative in
the countzy.

That is just another reason that people
connected with choice schools — especially
those who come in contact with children —
should be: menand women ‘of Crom:i charac-

“Yor. Wisconsin law needs to be c*xanved S0

that those chosen for choice are the best

i = -

A. VERNON JENSEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1501 Sunnycrest Dr.
53151

1-414-650-3889
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Chmura

From Page 1A

U howdhe nickpame of their club,
| “The Sexy Bitches ' would like-
ty end up in the media.
L “F've heen with all my friends
' but I haven't talked about testi-
mony,” Flannery said.

“Did you talk about the case?”
. Boyle asked.
L “We talked about what people
are saying on the radic and how
- it felt to testify,” the woman
replied,

Witnesses in court trials are
- ipstructed to avoid discussing

their testimony with others

< nefore taking the witness stand.

- Assault discussed

But other details of the
.. alleged assault painted 2 grim

her and sald ‘Come here,” while
making a similar hand gesture,
Jeanne Flannery sald. “She
walked into the bathroom and]
Mark Chmura closed the door.
and locked it behind her He pro-
ceeded to fondle her breasts, he
pulled her pants and nm::mi
down and he puiled her onto the &
floor.

“She did say she saw his geni-
tals. She didn’t say ‘genitals,”
she said 'I saw it,"" Jeanne Flan- _
nery said. ’ !
© “Meaning his penis? Bucher -
asked. ;

“Yog" she repiled. “She said .
*he put it in me and I felt this
pain and pressure.’ She said 1
was so drunk and it happened so
guickiy’™”

“That's what she toid yoa?
Sucher asked. :

“There is no doubt in my
mind,” Jeanne Flannery said,

She recounted how  she
enecouraged the giris to get sexu-

al assauit

picture. Jeanne
- Flannery, Flan- 7
... nery's mother, mﬁ
“.sald  as she

hesrd acoounts
of the party
from her daugh-
ter's friends the
morning aftern
it seemed llke

“things  were
getting out of
control.”

As Chriura's
alieged victim

into the bathroom and
she said he raped her.

examinations

(Chmura’s accuser) and inform

1 air parerts

ﬁgma me ﬂ”mﬂ gmwr of what 3mﬂ.
Chmura had pulled her pened. Flan.
nery drove.the

girls to a Mil-
watkee hospi-

tal, where

um they both
/4 received
- Kate L.es, examinations.

testitying ins the Mark Chmura Afterward,
assault trial on Friday they went to

the heme of

and her {rients
told Jeanne
Fiannery about the events of the
party, the alleged vietim sat sui
lenly at a table with her head in
her arms, saying "My life is
over,” the elder Flannery said.
She also discussed what she
heard abotit the hot tub incident
where another wormnan said she
was assauited by Gessert,
“(Chmura’s accuser) progeed-
ed 1o say when she got out of the
hot tub afler (Gessert's dccuser)
and went upstairs to change
clothes and get into her leans,
she was walking down the stalrs
and Mark Chmura motioned to

) Chmura’s
atleged victim to telt her par-
ents. Although her father lis-
tened somberly, the girl's moth-
er started screaming, Flannery
said,

Cther mnncm:ﬂm

Chraura sat expressioniess as
another witness, Kate Les,
described how her friends called
her early in the morning at her
boyfriend’s house to get her heip
after the alleged assaudts,

“(Chmura's accuser) told me
that pMark Chmura had puiled
her into the bathroom and she

4§ ' raDAY IANLIARY 26, 2001
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yVitness talks of
agonizing night

But Chmura’s defense -
says his accuser had -
hatred for ex-player

By LISA SINK
and MARK JOHNSON
ot the Journal Sentinel staft

Waukesha — On a dramatic frst
day of tastimony in Mark Chmura's
sexual assault trial, fFawvers for both
sides sketched opposing versions of a

drunken post-prom party that a wit .

ness said ended in teartul {Tight.

The 18-vearold. a [riend of Chmu-
ra’s aceuser’s. said the party prog
ressed from a game of “drinking ping:
pong” to a hot tub to the bathroom
whers her friend said she was assaulf-
ed by the former Green Bay Packer,

The worran, who also has accused a
friend of Chmura's of assauiting her,

said the events of that night led her.

and her friend to an agonizing ques-
tion: whether they would tell anyone
about the assaults. o

"We ware going to tell that day or we
weren't going to tell at all,” she said.
When asked why theyv hesitated, she
said, “Because reputations would be
ruined, and there would be a situation
similar to the one before us.”

i questioning the woman and in hi:
opening statement 1o the jury Thurs-
day, District Astorney Pawl Bucher
hamsnered on themes related to ire.
spensible adults whe drank with rath
er than stupervised teens at a parts
alter the April 8 Ca i
High . He fregifently ye
mindad the jury that Chmura's aceus-

er, who is ey

“She was a umn__uaa to restin

" today, had baby

mess. P've never oo it e rormer
seesn her as Packer's chit

dren,
When he spoke
of Chmura's ac

i cuser, Bucher of
Friemd of sccuser in ten  mentioned

Mark Chiwracase  the word  pain
and stressed the
physical discom-
fort of undergeing a sexual assault
exam, as Chmura's accuser did afler
the party.

Chmura's attorney, Gerald Bovle.
countersd with themes of his own
that teens at the party weren't chil-
dren but voung adults; that despite

upset as | saw
wm.. that day.”

Prease sen CRMURA, 5A

W Tim Cuprising Ads By a5 trigl ooens. 8B

Attached are press reports about the
gseamy affair between drunken students
from @&tholic Memorial High and a drunke
NFL player who was a former Catholic
alter boy and a graduate of Boston
College, a Jesuit University.

Last fall a half dozen boys from

Catholic Memorial High went on a des-
tructive vandalism spree and destroyed

. thousands of dollars in ﬁwowvmu.ﬁ%@mm_mmmv.
They made rhotos of the damage and joked about it later) even returning
to *the scene of their crime and laughing at the owners.
few years ago students from Pig#& High School, at a post-prom
party at Hotel near Brookfield Square, engaged in a drunken
s . : : -t : : N 2TV LT 3 i -

L A




Joint Finance Hearing
My name is Robert Budgins and I am here to speak in-support of the Wisconsin Academy
Staff Development Tnitiative (WASDI).'} was a teacher for the Glendale-River Hills
schools and a 1997 WASDI Lead Teacher. T'currently have:my own educational
consulting business .1 want to thank Senator Shibilski for introducing a motion to add
WASDI to the state budget 1o, pmwée ﬁmdmg fer the continuation of this very
worthwhile statewade program ' :

WASDI has develaped 365 Wascensm teacher Ieaciers who can help schools and students
meet increasingly higher standards. All four of Wisconsin's Presidential Award winners
this year are WASDI Lead Teachers. "WASDI has just selected the 7th group who will
begin their training in April of 2001. They are geographic:ally distributed throughout
:WISCORSIH ieadmg am:l semng thae schof::ls and oommumues you represent o

The W1sconsm Acaéemy Sta‘r‘f Develcpment Imtlatwe has beeﬁ hlghly successful for the
last six years in providing teachers thrﬁugheu’t the Wisconsin with state of the art
professzonal develapment in scienice, mathemat;cs and technaiogy education.

WASDI received a six miltion-dollar Natmna] Scxence Foundation grant six years ago to
develop teaching centers or Academies in up to ten sites around the state. This
professional development program was modeled after the successful Cray Academy in
Chlppewa F alls WI Thxs summer there will be 16 such Academies offered in Wisconsin.

Sance 1995, ihese academzes have provided one—week professional development
opportunities (30 hours of instruction) for more than 12,000 Wisconsin teachers who

~affect the lives of more than a million Wisconsin children. T have had the opportunity to
“increase the skills of teachers attending the academies. “The feedback from participants

has echoed the praise of WASDI involvement and the professional growth it provides
pamczpants 10 better serve tha;r students

.Math sc;ence and techneiogy are ihe backbone of many occupatmns and the e of
staff develepment WASDI prcwdes helps teachers help students solve real worls
prebﬁems collaboratively. In the Lead Teacher component outstandmg teachers receive
trazmng to be providers of staff development to their colleagues and to provide leadership
in implementing standards based education. I can attest to the professional growth it has
offered me and can candidly state that there is no better program in the United State.

The program has been federally funded for the past seven years because it meets both
critical national and state needs. Federal funding is ending so in order to keep this
successful program operating in Wisconsin it is necessary to seek state funding. Please
help support the Shibilski motion to continue this critical program. Your support will be
greatly appreciated, but more importantly it will effect positively every student in
Wisconsin.

Robert Budgins




Early View Academy of Excellence
4300 N Green Bay Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 n the teaching process and

T have been a teacher in the MPS and have experienced both public and
private (choice) schools.
The COOpﬁ!’&ti{)P and involvement of the parents/grandparems and other
relatives in the teaching process g
And their support in all school functions is phenomenal.

Our school 15 open for visitations at alitimes, so the parents are aware of the
goals, purpose and functioning
Of Early View.

We have a great, supportive staff and the retraining of these transfer students
from public education, larger classes, fights and disrespect for authority is a
farge part of our teaching tasks.

At this point in my career, [ choose to be here as I compare both types of
education for our African American students.
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Victoria Jordan ~ //

7" Grade Teacher



Testirnony

f am & parent and teacher, and I believe choice is the only tool we have left to fight the
ever growing illiteracy eprdemic. Without choice parents will not be able to effectively

plan their children's educational future. T had an experience with my oldest son who
anended a school in the Franklin district, mv wife and'[ thought this school would be the
best place fior cur son, but in fact it turn out to be the worst school for him, he was failing
in every subject, we didn’t why all the wacher liked him, he liked all the teachers. He was
in an environment in which he could not focus, because of choice we were able to choose
a school where he could focus and. not fail, without the right choose he would most
defiantiv would have been ] ost. “If we can’t choose; we loose™.

wistopher Mattin
5709 N 73" Sireet
_ M;h&aukeﬁ' ‘W} 5'%713
'414 ffng» ’474




Dear Senator Burke,

I am a mother of three childrer. 1have a son who is in the third grade, a
daughter in the first grade, and a one year old. The choice program has been a
blessing to my family. T have been able to choose a school that is church oriented.
Early View Academy of Excellence is truly a school of excellence. The staff is
willing and determined to help children that are not able to work up to their ability,
The cheice program has allowed families to come in and be helped to improve their
standards of learning. Early View has challenged my children minds to another
level. ‘They have developed new ways of learning. They bave tremendously
improved their work efforts, It has also helped me to become more involved with my
children. T was firsta volunteer, and zow I am a foll time employee, I don’t have to
wOorry about how the teachers are treatmg my children, or how will my children
treat the teachers. 1 respect the leadership that I have valued over the years being at
Mt. Zion where I attend church. T want my children to be installed my the values
that I grew up with, 1 ‘want them to treasure what they have learned and look back
and say g“ThlS is. where I came from, and ]ook what I have achieved.”

Since.reiy,

Joy Beaklon
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My name is Bridget Robinson. | am currently a senior at Marquette University majoring in
Sociology and Human Resource Management. Being the first in my family to attend college was
probably my goal _ﬁom birtﬁ. I always remember my mother and grandmother saying that, “Bridget was
going to make it — she was going fo be something”. But unfortunately when it came time to applying for
college and thinking about the expenses of college there was no trust fund, no savings, no money set aside
to actually finance my college education.

The Wisconsin Tuition Grant allowed me fo deal with the ﬁnanciai obligations of a higher
edncatmn Bemg a res1dent of Wasconsm 1 ft;lt geod knowmg that the state had set asuiz money to fund
the educatwn of ;,ts chlidren this proves that we are va]ued It s not sunply aloan that we are obligated
to pay back but itis an mvesimem: in our futuxe 1 thmk tius saysa lot about Wisconsin.

Many critics will say that working through c@llege is the best way to pay for the expense of
college. But in my personal situation, both rmy husband and I were attending college full time and trying

to take care of our family. So any work ocutside of school was not only necessary but also essential for the

care of our children. Therefore we greatly depended on student loans and graats to help us in the expense

E .of cur cducanon

Itis my behcf that students work harder when they know that sme@e or soxﬁe entity is mvesting
in them. It is such a privilege to know that there is somebody that believes in you and will continue to
encourage you to do your best even wﬁcn others have giwn up ﬁépe. The Educational Opportunity
Program at Marquette University had faith in our dreamms and believed that everything that we wanted in
life were possible if we worked hard and were dedicated to our goals. The financial advisor has been very
helpful in educating students about the options available when college expenses arise. 1 feel very
confident that I was always directed to the option that best fit my individual situation. When the
Wisconsin Tuition Grant was identified as another form of financial assistance my goal of being the first
in my family to graduate from college was that much more attainable. I think that eliminating the grant
would take away the dreams of many students in my situation.

. Thank yon for this opportunity to share my story and to let my voice be heard.

St b
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My name is Dr. Melinda DeCoriolis and | am here to speak in support of the Wisconsin
Academy Staff Development Initiative (WASDI). 1 am the Sally Ride Academy Director which is
part of the WASDI Academy Structure to provide up to date workshops for K-12 teachers in
two sites in the Milwaukee Area. | want to thank Senator Shibilski for introducing a motion to
add WASDI to the state budget to provide funding for the continuation of this very worthwhiie
statewide program.

WASDI has developed 365 Wisconsin teacher leaders who can help schools and students
meet increasingly higher standards. All four of Wisconsin's Presidential Award winners this
year are WASDI Lead Teachers. WASDI has just selected the 7th group who will begin their
training in April of 2001, They are geographically distributed throughout Wisconsin leading and
serving the schools and communities you represent.

The Wisconsin Academy Staff Development Initiative has been highly successful for the last
six years in providing teachers throughout the Wisconsin with state of the art professional
development in science, mathematics, and technology education.

WASDI received a six million-dollar National Science Foundation grant six years ago to
develop teaching centers or Academies in up to ten sites around the state. This professional
development program was modeled after the successful Cray Academy in Chippewa Falis, WI.
This summer there will be 16 such Academies offered in Wisconsin.

Since 1995, these academies have provided one week professional development
opportunities (30 hours of instruction) for more than 12,000 Wisconsin teachers who affect the
lives of more than a mitlion Wisconsin children.

Math, science, and technology are the backbone of many occupations and the type of staff
deveiopment WASDI provides helps teachers help students solve real world problems
collaboratively. In the Lead Teacher component outstanding teachers receive training to be
providers of staff development to their colieagues and to provide leadership in implementing
standards based education.

The program has been federally funded for the past seven years because it meets both critical
national and state needs. Federal funding is ending so in order to keep this successful
program operating in Wisconsin it is necessary to seek state funding. Piease help support the
Shibilski motion to continue this critical program. Your support will be greatly appreciated.

Director: Melinda deCoriolis

Program Assistant: Jitl Purvis WI S C 0 N S I N
ADEM




Hello, my name is Kangbao Yang and I’'m from Hmong American
Friendship Association, Inc. I want to share with you the
importance of the TANF budget towards our programs. We have
over 15 programs serving over 400 Southeast Asian youth on an
annual basis. These programs are crucial for the growth and

success of Southeast Asian youth in our community.

It is an everyday challenge to adapt to a different culture. These
programs provide our youth with an ease of transition while
promoting pride in their culture and. heritage. These programs are

' designed to create a healthy balance between the mainstream
culture and the Hmong culture. Hmong children, like many other
minorities, experience identity crisis. Although they look and were
raised as a Hmong, they don’t feel that they are Hmong because
they couldn’t be Hmong outside their home. When these issues
don’t get addressed, behavioral problems arises. And once that
happens, everyone suffers from it. For example, tax is increased

due to building new correctional facilities, car and home insurance



Dear Legislators:

We the undersigned, encourage you to support the proposals regarding the Milwaukee
Parental Choice Program. Two issues about which we are most concerned are raising the
income limit from 175% to 185% of poverty for incoming families and; allowing families
to remain in the program even if they receive slight increases in income.

Slight income changes occur that knock people out of the program and end up incurring a
net loss of income and force children to bounce from one school to another, which all in

education know is not good for a child's academic or social development.

Approving the budget the proposal before you today, and working to pass it at the time of
a final vote will raise you as champions of parents' rights.

We are eagerly Waltmg for the fmai vote on these issues and hope that, "We can count on
your voie."

Thank you for taking the time to consider our thoughts.
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Dear Legislators:

We the undersigned, encourage you to support the proposals regarding the Milwaukee
Parental Choice Program. Two issues about which we are most concerned are raising the
income limit from 175% to 185% of poverty for incoming families and; allowing families
to remain in the program even if they receive slight increases in income.

Slight income changes occur that knock people out of the program and end up incurring a
net loss of income and force children to bounce from one school to another, which all in

education know is not good for a child's academic or social development.

Approving the budget the proposal before you today, axid working to pass it at the time of
a final vote will raise you as champions of parents' rights.

We are eagerly waltmg for the fmai vote on these issues and hope that, "We can count on
your vote ' :

T}l_ank you for taking the time to consider our thoughts.
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Dear Legislators:

We the undersigned, encourage you to support the budget proposals regarding the
Milwaukee Parental Choice Program. Although we are not residents of your state, we
admire the courage of your legislature and educational leaders for taking the lead on an
important issue of social justice and educational freedom. Children of parents with less
income than others should not be held hostage to the bureaucratic decisions of displaced
administrators when it comes to educational placement.

The election of President Bush, the implementation of choice programs in Florida and
Cleveland, and the emergence of the Black Alliance for Educational Options are
indications that the choice movement is gaining ground nationally. Your program affects
education nationally and we eagerly watch your movements.

Ap{_)rc\fiﬂg the bu_dgef ?roposal before y'(a.u. today, and working to pass it at the time of a

. final vote will enshrine you as champions of parents and children exercising their choice
of educational placements. R

We eagerly await the final vote on the issue of school choice in your budget proposal

and hope that the children and poor parents of Milwaukee and your state, "can count on

your vote."

Thank you for taking the time to consider our thoughts.
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Dear Legislators:

We the undersigned, encourage you to support the budget proposals regarding the

~ Milwaukee Parental Choice Program. -Although we are not residents of your state, we

"admire the courage of your legislature and educational leaders for taking the lead on an -
:zmportant issue of social justice and educational freedom. Children of parents with less
income than others should not be held hostage to the bureaucratic decstsxons of dispiaced
admlmstrators When 1t comes to educatmnal piacement f -

The electmn ef Premdent Bush the 1mplementat10n of choxce programs in Fienda and
Cleveland, and the emergence of the Black Alliance for Educational Options-are
indications that the choice movement is gaining ground nationally. Your program affects
education natlonally and we eagerly watch your movements.

Approvmg the budget proposal before you today, and workmg to pass it at the time of a
final vote will enshrine you as champmas of parenis-and children exercasma their choice
of educatzonai placemenis .

We eagerly await the 'ﬁnal vote on the issue of school choice in your budget proposal
and hope that the children and poor parents of Milwaukee and your state, "can count on

your vote."

Thank you for taking the time to consider our thoughts.

Name | Address
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Wisconsin PTA urges legislators to amend Governor McCallum's budget proposal
to provide adequate funding for sound public education.

Revenue Limits

Wisconsin PTA opposes any freeze in the annual revenue cap adjustment.

Legislators need to make comprehensive school funding reform a priority in this
legislative session to provide adequate funding for public education.

immediate adjustments to revenue caps are needed in the interim.

SAGE
PTA opposes the proposal to sm!@back the SAGE program.

Wisconsin PTA believes that plans to reduce class size should continue to be
implemented as originally planned, aitow;ng all-schools now partu:lpatmg to have small
classes (15:1 student teacher ratio) in kindergarten through 3" grade.

PTA recommends that the $36.3 million proposed increase vouchers and charter
programs be invested in public schools to fully fund the proven SAGE program.

M:Iwaukee Parentat Cho;ce Program (Vouchers}

. PTA be ieves. that pubhc funds should be used to support pubkc schools, where 90% of
children are educated. We do not support any increase in funding for the MPCP
Voucher program.

PTA recommends that the $36.3 million slated increase for the voucher and charter
programs be invested in public schools to fully fund the proven SAGE program.

if the state continues experimenting with the voucher model ALL schools receiving public
tax dollars should be held to the same standards, student assessment requirements,
hiring practices and data reporting. In addition, the funds for this should be taken from
the state’s General Purpose Revenue and not deducted from state school aids to local
districts.



Special Education

W1 PTA recommends that the state budget proposal be amended to include sufficient
funds to reimburse school districts for 50% of special education costs.

In addition, Wl PTA recommends that local school districts receive an additional
reimbursement when they have children whose special education costs are
extraordinary. For these “high-cost” students the additional reimbursement should be
90% of the costs of services that exceed $25,000 (three times the state average per
pupil spending).

Students with Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

W1 PTA recommends that the budg-,et include funds to increase reimbursement for
English as a Second Language Programs from 17% to 60% of costs incurred for all
students with limited English proficiency.

Teacher Licensure

Wisconsin PTA opposes changes to the current teacher licensure law. Wisconsin PTA
advocates for the maintenance of high quality teacher education and certification
requirements that include: subject matter preparation, design of instruction, the art of
teaching and training in parent invoivement. '

‘Wisconsin PTA believes alternative certificate holders should be required to complete
the necessary training to ‘acquire a “regular certificate” and to monitor that process to
insure completion in a timely manner.

Teachers with temporary or alternative certificates should be held to the same high
standards as teachers with “regular certificates”.

Responsibility for Education Evaluation and Accountability

Wisconsin PTA opposes removing oversight for educational programs from the
Department of Public of Instruction. The relation between academic standards,
curriculum, and assessment dictate that oversight of all these functions remain with one
govermnmental agency.

The Department of Public Instruction, headed by an independently elected state .
superintendent, has the resources and skilled individuals to support education eva%ua_mon
and assessment in Wisconsin. A politically appointed “Board” may not have \fvhat is in
the best interest of children as i’s top priority. We need to work to keep partisan politics
out of this arena.



Testimony of Kristen O’ Neill
Regarding SAGE on behalf of Milwaukee PTA and Milwaukee French Immersion
School

My name is Kristen O’Neill. T am a member of Milwaukee PTA and most importantly a
parent.

My daughter is in the K4 kindergarten program at the Milwaukee French Immersion
School, one of the schools in Milwaukee that will be effected by the Governor’s proposed
budget. Milwaukee French Immersion is a SAGE school, a school which for K5 and first
grade has classroom size of 15 students per teacher.

Next year the SAGE program won’t be expanded into the 2™ and 3" grades, as was the
plan with the program. The children who benefited from smaller class size this year as
first: graders won’t have that same benefit next year. It'is very troubling to me that the
Governor would seek to halt the progress of this program. What is even more troubling
is the fa_ct that the SAGE program was designed to help children of poverty. The schools
who participate in SAGE have populations of concentrated poverty and this program has
successfully intervened for the many children who need more stability, extra help from
teachers, and a more productive work space in which to learn and grow. It is a program
that is working to give our poor child a better change to learn the skills necessary to
advance from grade to grade with graduation as the ultimate goal. It is a program that is
helping break the cycle of poverty that has existed for too long in our community.

Smaller class sizes give every student the opportunity for one on one learning, and
_provide teachers an optimal setting to teach students. It is a program that our state should
be seekmg to expand, even past 3™ grade as the current program is set up. The smaller -

class sizes can only continue to benefit our children if we continue to provide funding for

the SAGE program. It is a program with a tremendous amount of advantages and
deserves your support as you revise the budget. Please make the learning in our
children’s classrooms a priority, please work hard to continue and expand the SAGE
program. It can mean the difference for success or failure for our children.



Dear Members of the Joint Finance Committee;

My name is Tina Johnson. I am the Milwaukee City Council PTA/PTSA
Legislative Chairperson and was in Madison on last Wednesday as part of the
group from Wisconsin PTA . 1 spoke about the voucher program.

Since then there has been much discussion around the question "Which school district/or
districts should pay for the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program 7

At a time when school districts across the State of Wisconsin are facing deficit situations,
cutting budgets to the bone, eliminating teaching staff - considering a bill of this sort would
be irresponsibly shifting the problem and not focusing on the real issue which is - the
Milwaukee voucher program is negatively effecting the budgets of school districis all
acre(fis; the state. It is a very expensive program that serves very few Milwaukee school
children.

- ‘Wisconsin PTA be}ievés-ﬂlatihe entire MPCP ‘program needs 10 be

examined. Financial accountability to stop overpayments*, student

achievement records 10 see if this program is really increasing academic
- performance, admission records to assure that ALL students are welcome
and stay in the program (not "drop out” after 3rd Friday count).

All of these areas should be carefully examined and then legislation mandating
that ALL schools receiving public tax dollars are held to the same

standards, assessments, hiring and enrollment practices and data

reporting should be implemented.

MPCP is the law in this state, but making sure ALL schools are held to
the SAME standards will certainly go a long way in stopping the abuse of

« "Revenues, Expenditures and Taxpayers Subsides In Milwavkee’s Voucher Schools”
by Nelson, Egan and Holmes (2000)
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are in favor to support legislation that says, “Once you re in, you're in.
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We the undersigned, are signing th1s petition in favor of raismg the income level of the Choice
Program to allow choice students to continue. their education in the same choice Jprogram. We.
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